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Installing the V .I. Symbols update

Double - click on 'VISymbols.exe' on the CD to install the new symbols

and resources.

T roubleshooting

If the update cannot find a valid installation of 'Communicate: In

P rint 2 (CIP 2)' or 'Communicate: By Choice (CBC)' on your

computer , the update will not be performed. Reinstall CIP 2 or CBC

before continuing .

If the update cannot find one of the files or folders that need to be

updated, it will prompt you to browse to the correct folder . The

update will be applied to the folder that you select. The program

settings will not be changed.

If the update cannot find one of the files or folders that need to be

updated, it may indicate a problem with your installation of CIP 2 or

CBC. If you do not know why the update could not find a particular

file or folder , contact your technical support personnel or email

support@widgit.com.

Notes for Administrators

Y ou can run this update on any machine where CIP 2 or CBC is

installed. If you need to configure the update, you can use the "/A"

switch to run the update in administrative mode. T o do this:

• Copy the update program to a folder that you have write 

access to (e.g . C :\T emp).

• Use the Windows 'Run' dialog on the 'Start' menu to start the 

update in administrative mode with the "/A" switch.e.g ., if you 

copied the update to 'C :\temp', you would type 

'C :\T emp\VISymbols.exe /A' in the 'Run' dialog .

• When the update is run in administrative mode, it will allow 

you to create a settings file (vi.ini). This is a recording of the 

choices that you make during the update.This file can then be 

used to run the update with the same parameters, but without 

the need for user interaction, on multiple machines.
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Background to the Widgit Symbols

The Widgit Symbol set is a collection of over 7,000 images used to

support text for people with learning and literacy difficulties. The set

has been developed over the past 20 years and is used in many

countries worldwide. 

The symbols follow a schematic structure facilitating independent

vocabulary development. They have been carefully designed to

illustrate a single concept without adding unnecessary information

such as gender .

F or more information about Widgit Literacy Symbols see:

Introduction to symbols

www .widgit.com/symbols/about_symbols/intro_2_symbols

Widgit Symbols

www .widgit.com/symbols/about_symbols/widgit_rebus.htm

The Symbols Development P roject

www .widgit.com/widgitrebus 

After many consultations Widgit Software decided to set up a project

to design a modified set of the Widgit symbols that would be more

appropriate for people with a visual impairment whilst maintaining

the original schema.
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Background to the Widgit V .I. P roject

Aims

The Widgit V .I. (Visual Impairment) P roject is a partnership between

Widgit Software and W arwickshire’s Integrated Disability Service -

T eaching and L earning: Visual Impairment T eam (T .L .V .I). The aim of

the project was to produce a set of modified symbols appropriate for

use with learners with a Visual Impairment. W arwickshire’s V .I. T eam

and a nationwide group of experts in the field of visual impairment

and health formed a consultative group to advise and evaluate the

work as the project progressed. The project provides a symbol set

that will improve access for children with a visual impairment and

remove barriers to literacy . 

Goals

The goal was to design 1000 symbols modified from the current

Widgit Literacy Symbol set for improved visual access. The target

group was children with a moderate visual impairment with a range

of cognitive levels who access visual resources (not tactile) at KS1

age or ability . The target group was partly defined by symbol size

and paper constraints. Since the purpose of the symbols is to support

literacy , we needed to work with a size that allowed short sentences

to appear on a single line in a landscape format. F or this set the

graphic image is within a range of 24-46 graphic size (as set in

Communicate: In P rint). However symbols can still be used in flash

card format if that is appropriate for an individual’s level 

of working .



5

Graphic size 46, text size 46

Graphic size 24, text size 26

This is an example of the size range.



Consultation

K atharine Norman, a Qualified T eacher of children with a Visual

Impairment (Q.T .V .I.) and a member of the W arwickshire’s V .I. team,

is P roject Co - ordinator and worked with the design team at Widgit

on a weekly basis to advise their design modifications. The national

consultative group was made up of teachers in schools, Qualified

T eachers of children with a Visual Impairment, Speech and

L anguage Therapists, and professionals working in F urther or Higher

Education with students with a visual impairment. This group

received the symbols on a fortnightly basis to trial with pupils or view

through ‘Sim Specs’ in order to evaluate their effectiveness. Regular

feedback enabled the design team to re - draw the symbols as

necessary . Through this process the principles of modification 

were developed.

Modifications

The project did not intend to make a 'new' set of symbols; rather the

V .I. symbols would be an addition to the existing wordlist. At a basic

level the symbols which were clear and straightforward simply

needed an increase to the line thickness and verification of good

colour contrast. However , some symbols required further alterations

to reduce visual clutter and were significantly modified. Ultimately ,

the design team, advised by the consultants, had key factors to

consider when modifying existing design; 

• line thickness

• the clutter of a symbol

• the proximity of multiple images within a symbol

• the colour contrast and use of colour to 

contextualise the symbol

• visual perception of an image and the 

‘ readability ’ of the symbol

6
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Finally

A set of 2400 symbols has been produced which will facilitate equal

access to the curriculum for children with a visual impairment. 

“I have to say that I think it is a great outcome of this

project to see a coherent and consistent set of symbols

produced that pay attention to the visual clarity that is

needed by low vision symbol users.” 

Steve Rose, 

Speech and L anguage Therapist

The Bridge School and P rofessional T raining Centre, 

L ondon

It has become clear that the set is not only going to be valuable for

children with a visual impairment who face literacy difficulties but

also for a range of children with learning difficulties relating to

communication, perception and cognition.

“I prefer these symbols to the standard ones - they are

simpler and therefore better for people with learning

difficulties and being simpler they are also quicker to scan

for people with physical difficulties.”

“ W ell done - but do think about promoting them for a

broader population than just V .I.” 

Jackie Stubbs

Speech and L anguage Therapist

North East Essex PCT NHS



“ W e feel that they are either good or better than the

original version… Overall, the new symbols may turn out

to be preferable to the originals, not just an 

alternate version?”

Sally Millar 

Specialist Speech and 

L anguage Therapist & 

Joint Coordinator  

The principles adopted for the V .I. set have had a positive influence

on the Widgit set: line thickness has changed, any new symbols to

be drawn will be carefully reviewed to reduce clutter and where

possible Widgit will adhere to the new principles.

Currently the modified V .I. symbol set is available in colour only as a

result of initial testing on the visual perception of students with a

visual impairment (in educational settings in W arwickshire).

These tests, carried out in January 2005 at the start of the project,

compared the ‘ readability ’ of both colour and black and white

symbols from the current set. Overwhelmingly the students found

colour to be an essential contextual clue to ‘ reading’ the symbol. 

However resources produced in Communicate: In P rint can be

printed in black and white if that is more appropriate for an

individual. The resources have been tested to ensure that contrast is

good even when printed in black and white.

8
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An overview of the resources

• These resources have been designed for children with a

visual impairment. They will also benefit children in the

F oundation stage, children at KS1 and children with speech

and language or learning difficulties.

• These resources are not presented in any sequential order of

difficulty . They have been designed to provide resources for

classroom or assessment use and equally they can be

modified and used as a template for your own ideas! 

• The resources have been designed to be printed in colour

but have been rigorously tested when printed in black and

white to ensure that there is good colour contrast in 

grey scale.

• The tasks give an opportunity to assess and develop the

following areas:

• Visual perception skills

• Visual discrimination skills

• Orientation

• Colour perception

• Cognition

• Speech and language skills 

• Literacy skills

Y our Feedback

Widgit is committed to the further development of this project and

the resources created for educators in the field of visual impairment

and special needs. Therefore we would be pleased to receive any

feedback on the symbol set and the resources in the V .I. pack (see

feedback form on page 18). Equally we would love for you to send

the resources you create within Communicate: In P rint in order that

we can build and share a bank of resources on the net. 



01 Odd 1 out

F ind the object that is different within each row

(e.g . dog , house, house).

In some examples objects within the row are purposely visually

similar in shape or colour . 

02 Odd 1 out: Orientation 

F ind the object that looks different: within each row one symbol has

been rotated.

03 Odd 1 out: Colour

F ind the object that is different: symbols in each row using similar

colours with odd one out. In some examples objects within the row

are purposely visually similar in shape and colour .

* P referably print in colour .

04 Odd 1 out: Colour

F ind the object that is different: same symbols in each row , one

symbol different colour . 

* P referably print in colour .

05 Odd 1 out: Detail  

F ind the object that is different: a detail within one object is missing

(e.g . the table leg is missing).

10

P ack 1
Visual Skills



06 Figure – Ground

Three level activity for assessing or teaching children to perceive and

distinguish images (figures) against a complex background (ground). 

L evel 1: 4 pages featuring animals with and without background.

F ind all the symbols represented in the circles above and below the

main picture. 

L evel 2: 4 pages featuring food with and without background. Please

note that extra objects have been added to the picture to increase

complexity . F ind all the symbols represented in the circles above and

below the main picture. Can you find the extra symbols? 

L evel 3: 4 pages featuring household objects with and without

background. These objects are complex in the use of lines. Please

note that extra objects have been added to the picture to increase

complexity . F ind all the symbols represented in the circles above and

below the main picture. Can you find the extra symbols? 

This activity could be used for memory games, for group discussion

in the classroom and extending vocabulary .

11



07 Match numbers 1

F ind the matching number in the three balloons.

08 Match numbers 2

F ind the matching number . There are four choices.

09 Match numbers 3

F ind the matching number . There are five choices. 

10 P atterns

Different activities about patterns such as ‘match and colour the right

dice’ and ‘odd one out patterns.’

11 Colours 

An activity book for learning the primary colours.

* P referably print in colour .

12 Counting Food

L earning to count from 1-9. A counting and colouring book.

12

P ack 2
Numeracy Skills



13 Counting Animals 

L earning to count from 1-9. A counting and colouring book.

13



14  Opposites A

10 sets of basic opposites. Each concept is reinforced with an

example and a set of flashcards. 

Y ou can print the opposites as a book and read the examples and

discuss the opposites in the classroom. F urthermore, you can print

the opposites as flashcards and ask the children to match the

opposites. 

15 Opposites B 

10 sets of more difficult opposites. Each concept is reinforced with

an example and a set of flashcards. 

16 Alphabet Book 1

An alphabet book with a representative picture for each letter . 

Y ou can print the book and have it in the classroom ’s library or you

can print and matt laminate each page separately for use in the

classroom as a teaching resource or for display .

14

P ack 3 
Speech and Language Skills

Literacy Skills 



17 Alphabet Book 2

In this book there are four pictures for each letter in the alphabet. 

Narratives

The stories ‘Boo at the Beach ’ and ‘Dennis’s Birthday ’ give an

opportunity to assess and develop the following areas:

• Visual discrimination 

• Cognition (memory , sequencing)

• Thinking skills

• Speech (phonemic awareness)

• L anguage: receptive (understanding the story ,

understanding questions, attention and

listening , auditory memory)

• L anguage: expressive (vocabulary , sequencing ,

retelling the story)

• Literacy (reading , writing)

18 Boo at the Beach

The story has been written for children who have language 

(spoken/written) difficulties with an emphasis on the sound/letter b.

15



a) Phonic A wareness 

i.  P rint the story and read it in the classroom or ask a child to

read it. Activities with questions “who”, “where”, “why ”

“when ” can follow the reading . Questions that test the

memory or sequence of events can be included in the

classroom ’s activities (“ What colour was Boo’s ball?” or

“Can you tell me what Boo did at the beach?”)

ii. P rint the story and give to a child’s parent/guardian to read

with the child at home. 

iii. P rint the activities that develop phonemic awareness. 

e.g . “Circle the picture that begins with the sound ‘ b ’.” 

b) Letter R ecognition and Formation

The pack also includes literacy activities that encourage letter

recognition and letter formation. 

e.g “Help Boo to climb the steps. W rite b on every step.”

16
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19 Dennis’s Birthday 

The story has been written for children who have language 

(spoken/written) difficulties with an emphasis on the sound/letter d. 

a) Phonic A wareness

i.  P rint the story and read it in the classroom or ask a child to

read it. Activities with questions “who”, “where”, “why ”

“when ” can follow the reading . Questions that test the

memory or sequence of events can be included in the

classroom ’s activities.

ii. P rint the story and give to a child’s parent/guardian to read

with the child at home.

iii. P rint the activities that develop phonemic awareness 

e.g . “Circle the picture that begins with the sound ‘ d’.” 

b) Letter R ecognition and Formation

The pack also includes literacy activities that encourage letter

recognition and letter formation.
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Name:______________________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Email:______________________________________________________

Any comments about the symbol set:

Examples of how the V .I. symbols have been used in your setting:

Extra vocabulary required:

Feedback Form
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