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The Nature of Images: Pictures illustrations & symbols Help Sheet 25

Pictures

A photograph gives a great deal of A single image in a photograph is clearly
information. Without a caption it is not easy  representational. The subject is obvious but
to know its precise communicative purpose. specific.

lHlustrations

An illustration is less specific and thus Some images are in themselves very
more suitable for general information, but specific and suitable as an illustration. A
may still require a caption or explanation. symbol is a generic images, like a word,

which can be used in many contexts.

Symbols

Symbols represent generic concepts that are understood by the reader.

A B2 3 3 H 5P

swim eat drink  drink car

They can be sequenced to build sentences from the separate concepts.

2 - WL - L

Thereis a mouse in  the garden.

A symbol represents a single concept. Itis There is still a variety of representational

a generic image that can be used in a styles even within symbols. Care needs to

variety of contexts. be taken when mixing images with different
styles.
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Levels of Symbols

Level one symbols are representative
and likely to be understood by many
users, including parents and ‘outsiders’.

Level 2 symbols need to be taught, but
their schematic structure makes them
learnable by many, and each instance
does not necessarily have to be
separately remembered.

Level 3 symbols must be taught and
learned, and are not suitable for all
symbol users.

Different Symbol Sets

At level one, there is little difference
between symbol sets, and choice may
be simply be a matter of preference.

The structure of Symbols

At the earliest level each concept is
illustrated by a drawing. As the level of
understanding develops a more
schematic representation (which can
often be related to signing concepts)
gives a model for developing
understanding.

The Widgit Rebus Symbol Collection:

Throughout the symbols set, common
elements, such a building or room, have
been standardised. This helps in the
visual display, but importantly, can help
a learner to ‘de-code’ a new image.
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house swim drink
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house house  house swim swim swim
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library Swimming pool shop
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swimming pool dress shop
P 20
leisure centre butchers
Small buildings:
The generic itern for building has been standardised, and has a floor. Mormal buildings will have a single item in it
unu
schoo\ aguarium hank cafe nn I\brary ofﬂoe
Large buildings:
There is a new graphic to indicate large buildings, thus allowing a difference between similar buildings, .. clinic and hospital
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college hospital airport  science museum  bus station
Rooms:
A standard room element is a square
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living room  kitchen  mulftisensory room  tv room  snooker room  steam room

© Widgit Software Ltd 2000 WWS2000 Training Pack Section 5 Help Sheet 25: page 2 of 3
last modified 15/01/03 The Nature of images



Using a consistent style of drawing
helps learners understand the
connections between concepts within a

group.

A grey tone has been used to identify
the target part of the symbols.

The schema for jobs is to qualify the
specific person with relevant items.
Some of the more general people and
actions are not suitable for
representation with ‘stick’ people, and so
a more solid image is used in these
circumstances.

There are many new symbols for current
themes.

Prepositions:
The positional itern is in grey rather than black. The positioned elernent is the same size in all prepositions.

CHE TP Do o

under over behind  between out far

Distance/size:
The grey shade is used to draw attention to the focus part of the symbaol

LDJH;aﬂ o

small tall  short long short high lota

People/ Jobs

Wizl IE B L e

artist  plumber  butcher  painter  chef farmer inspector  lawyer

Non ‘stick’ people

Although teh standard person is represented by a stick person - being genderless and non-cultural, there are times when a fuller
figure is needed. This may bs to allow emphasis, as in aduld or child, o in certain actions, such as cuddle - which does not work
with stick images

oAl & A

adult child cuddle friend care

Faces
A more consistent approach has been taken 1o faces, especially when representing feelings

D poy e &

cross mistake happy content excited fun
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city 1 mobile phone ring tones  fax pager email western germs
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national lottery notebook middle ages  egyptian hold let go  patience

v O

Harry Potter  likes spells,

by A
7o+

quidditch and  Hogwarts
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