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The Nature of Images: Pictures illustrations & symbols   Help Sheet 25 
 
Pictures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

A photograph gives a great deal of 
information. Without a caption it is not easy 
to know its precise communicative purpose. 

A single image in a photograph is clearly 
representational. The subject is obvious but 
specific.  

 
Illustrations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An illustration is less specific and thus 
more suitable for general information, but 
may still require a caption or explanation. 
 

Some images are in themselves very 
specific and suitable as an illustration. A 
symbol is a generic images, like a word, 
which can be used in many contexts.  

 
Symbols 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A symbol represents a single concept.  It is 
a generic image that can be used in a 
variety of contexts.  

There is still a variety of representational 
styles even within symbols. Care needs to 
be taken when mixing images with different 
styles. 
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Levels of Symbols 
 
Level one symbols are representative 
and likely to be understood by many 
users, including parents and ‘outsiders’.  
 
Level 2 symbols need to be taught, but 
their schematic structure makes them 
learnable by many, and each instance 
does not necessarily have to be 
separately remembered. 
 
Level 3 symbols must be taught and 
learned, and are not suitable for all 
symbol users.  
 
 
 
 
Different Symbol Sets 
 
At level one, there is little difference 
between symbol sets, and choice may 
be simply be a matter of preference.   
 
 
 

 
 
The structure of Symbols 
 
At the earliest level each concept is 
illustrated by a drawing. As the level of 
understanding develops a more 
schematic representation (which can 
often be related to signing concepts) 
gives a model for developing 
understanding. 
 
 
 
The Widgit Rebus Symbol Collection: 
 
Throughout the symbols set, common 
elements, such a building or room, have 
been standardised. This helps in the 
visual display, but importantly, can help 
a learner to ‘de-code’ a new image. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

© Widgit Software Ltd  2000 WWS2000 Training Pack Section 5     Help Sheet 25: page 3 of 3 
last modified  15/01/03 The Nature of images  
 

Using a consistent style of drawing 
helps learners understand the 
connections between concepts within a 
group. 
 
A grey tone has been used to identify 
the target part of the symbols. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The schema for jobs is to qualify the 
specific person with relevant items.  
Some of the more general people and 
actions are not suitable for 
representation with ‘stick’ people, and so 
a more solid image is used in these 
circumstances. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are many new symbols for current 
themes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




