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Going to the theatre

Wear your best clothes.

Remember your ticket.

Make your way to the theatre.

When you arrive at the theatre you will see lots of people.

You might have to queue.

Show your ticket to enter the theatre.

The usher will look at your ticket and give it back.



Nutcracker
Going to the Theatre

Widgit Symbols © Widgit Software 2002-2017
This resource was created with InPrint 3
Find out more at www.widgit.com

Page 2 of 5

You can buy a programme.

You can read about the ballet in the programme.

You can go to the toilet before the performance.

You can buy a drink or sweets before the performance.

The theatre will announce when the performance is starting.

Show the usher your ticket and seat number.

The usher will tell you where to sit.

Lots of people will sit in the theatre.
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Sit quietly and wait for the performance to start.

The lights will go dark.

An announcement will introduce the conductor and orchestra.

The curtains will open and Act One will begin.

A narrator may talk during the performance.

The narrator helps to explain the story to the audience.

At the end of act one the curtains will close.

The lights will come up during the interval.
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You can leave your seat and talk.

You can buy a drink or ice cream and go to the toilet.

The theatre will announce when act two is starting.

You should return to your seat.

You might have to show the usher your ticket again.

The lights will go dark again.

Act two will begin.

Sit quietly and watch the performance again.
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At the end of the performance the audience will clap and cheer.

The dancers, conductor and orchestra will bow in turn.

The curtains will close and the lights will come up.

You can leave your seat and go to the exit.

It is time to go home.

Did you enjoy the performance?

What did you see?

Would you like to go to the theatre again?
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The Creative Team create a ballet.

People in the Creative Team are...

The Artistic Director is in charge of the Company.

They choose the ballet and Dancers.

The Artistic Director invites choreographers to make new works.

Artistic Director

Creative Team
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The Choreographer is in charge of choosing dance steps.

The Choreographer works with the Dancers to create movements.

They attend rehearsals to help Dancers improve the steps.

Choreographer

The Designer and Choreographer discuss set and costume design.

The Designer researches and designs the set and costumes.

The designs are given to the Set Builders, Painters and Costume Makers.

Designer
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Lighting can create different moods.

The Lighting Designer talks to the Choreographer and the Designer.

The Lighting Designer plans the lighting and writes a checklist.

Lighting Designer

The Composer or Music Librarian

The Composer works closely with the Choreographer.

The composer works with the conductor and orchestra.
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A Music Librarian does not write music.

A Music Librarian rearranges music so it is suitable for the ballet.

A Ballet is created and rehearsed for several weeks.

The first performance is called the Opening Night.

A ballet can go on tour to other theatres.

The Production Team help with rehearsals and performances.

The Production Team
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The Ballet Master is in charge of rehearsals.

They make sure the Dancers know the dance steps correctly.

The Ballet Master teaches the Dancers every day.

They watch the performance and advise the Dancers.

Ballet Master (Repetiteur)

Company Manager

The Company Manager is in charge of looking after the Dancers.

They book tour accomodation and transport.
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The Company Manager makes sure the Dancers are safe.

They book rehearsal studios and write schedules.

They also give the Production Team tour information.

The Stage Crew move scenery during the performance.

The Stage Crew are in charge of transporting scenery to the theatres.

The Technical Director is in charge of the Stage Crew.

A Flyman is in charge of flying scenery.

Stage Crew
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Wardrobe Manager

The Stage Manager is in charge of cueing the performance.

They make sure the lights and scenery are operated correctly.

They make sure the Dancers enter and exit at the correct time.

They read the musical score to check timing.

Stage Manager

The wardrobe manager is in charge of the costumes.

They measure the Dancers and make alterations to the costumes.



Nutcracker
Ballet People

Widgit Symbols © Widgit Software 2002-2017
This resource was created with InPrint 3
Find out more at www.widgit.com

Page 8 of 13

They repair costumes damaged during the performance.

The Wardrobe Manager is also in charge of cleaning the costumes.

Sometimes, the Wardrobe Manager is helped by Dressers.

The Dressers help the Dancers change during the ballet.

Wigs Supervisor

The Wigs Supervisor goes on tour with a ballet.

They style the principal dancers hair.

Some dancers will style their own hair.
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The Wigs Supervisor helps Dancers with complicated hair styles.

Many hair styles are wigs.

The Wigs Supervisor can organise special makeup.

They would help if a male character needed facial hair

Most Dancers do makeup themselves.

Technicians

Every performance needs technicians.

Sound Technicians are in charge of sound and music.
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Lighting Technicians are in charge of the lighting.

Lighting Technicians look at the Lighting Designer's checklist.

The Dancers

The Ballet Staff are very important.

The Ballet Staff look after the Dancers.

The Dancers learn dance steps and rehearse the ballet in a studio.

The Dancers interpret the story and music with movement.

Ballet Staff
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Conductor

The Dancers practice familiar ballet exercises everyday.

Practice helps the Dancers to maintain their skills.

The Conductor is in charge of leading the Orchestra.

They go to ballet rehearsals and sometimes play piano.

Playing piano helps the Conductor understand the music speed.

The music speed must be the correct speed for the dance steps.

During the performance the Conductor stands in front of the Orchestra.
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The Orchestra

They help the Orchestra keep time.

The Conductor waves a baton to lead the Orchestra.

An Orchestra is a large group of musicians.

Often an Orchestra plays music during a performance.

They follow sheet music and the Conductor.

Most rehearsals are without the dancers.

They rehearse with the dancers before the opening night.
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The Engagement Team tour with the company.

The Engagement Team work with audiences and communities.

They teach dance workshops.

Audiences can learn about the production.

Audiences can develop their dance skills.

During the workshops people can go on to the stage and dance.

The workshops are fun.

The Engagement Team
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Clara

Louise

Nephew

Nutcracker

Sugar Plum Fairy

Spanish

Freddie

Drosselmeyer

Prince

Arabian

Russian

Mouse King

Giant Mice

Chinese

Mother
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Nutcracker
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Act one: Clara's bedroom

Today is Christmas Eve.

Clara's family are going to have a party.

Everyone is invited and the family is excited.

Clara and Freddie are excited to see their friends.

They are watched by their mother and big sister Louise.

It is winter.

Outside people skate on the frozen Thames.
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Nutcracker
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The Party

Drosselmeyer is a mysterious family friend.

He arrives with his Nephew from military school.

Guests arrive and place presents under the Christmas tree.

The children are getting more excited.

Drosselmeyer introduces a puppet theatre.

Louise has three admirers at the party.

Louise and her admirers dance like the puppets.
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Nutcracker
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Drosselmeyer gives Clara a Christmas present.

It is a Nutcracker doll.

Clara is thrilled and dances with the Nutcracker doll.

Freddie grabs the doll and accidently breaks it.

Clara turns to Drosselmeyer for help.

He is able to fix the doll and Clara forgives Freddie.

The party ends and the guests leave.

The children go to bed and the house is very quiet.
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The Battle

The clock strikes midnight.

The Mouse King appears followed by Giant Mice.

She dreams her Nutcracker is attacked by the evil Mouse King.

The Mouse King appears followed by Giant Mice.

Everything in the great hall grows.

The Nutcracker Doll comes alive.

He battles the Giant Mice and the Mouse King.
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The Mouse King and his mouse army are victorious.

The Nutcracker is injured.

Clara and the Nutcracker are alone.

It begins to snow.

The Land of Snow

The great hall magically becomes a winter wonderland.

Clara dances with the Nutcracker.

The Nutcracker turns into Drosselmeyer's Nephew.



Widgit Symbols © Widgit Software 2002-2017
This resource was created with InPrint 3
Find out more at www.widgit.com
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The Mouse King chases Clara through the snow.

Clara, the Nephew and Drosselmeyer escape in a hot air balloon.

The balloon floats across the glistening, frosty landscape.

The Mouse King clings to the hot air balloon.

Act 2: The Puppet Theatre

The balloon lands beside the puppet theatre.

Dancers from all over the world come to life and jump out.

The dancers are from China, Arabia, Russia and Spain.



Widgit Symbols © Widgit Software 2002-2017
This resource was created with InPrint 3
Find out more at www.widgit.com

Nutcracker
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The Mouse King is finally defeated by the heroic Nephew.

Each dancer does a special dance.

The puppet theatre disappears to reveal a beautiful garden.

The dancers perform the Waltz of the Flowers.

Clara becomes the Sugar Plum Fairy.

The Nephew becomes the Prince.

The Sugar Plum fairy and the Prince dance together.

All the dancers from around the world join the dance.
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Suddenly, Clara wakes up in her bedroom.

Freddie and Clara run outside, it is snowing.

Drosselmeyer and his Nephew are leaving.

Freddie and Clara wave goodbye.

The End.
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Drosselmeyer gives Clara a Christmas present.

The Mouse King chases Clara through the snow.

Clara's family are going to have a party.

The Mouse King appears followed by giant mice.

The Mouse King is finally defeated by the heroic Nephew.

Suddenly, Clara wakes up in her bedroom.

Cut out these sentences.

Can you put them in the right order?



Nutcracker
Story Sequencing

Widgit Symbols © Widgit Software 2002-2017
This resource was created with InPrint 3
Find out more at www.widgit.com

Page 2 of 2

2

1

3

5

4

6



Nutcracker
Story Sequencing - Answers

Widgit Symbols © Widgit Software 2002-2017
This resource was created with InPrint 3
Find out more at www.widgit.com

Page 1 of 1

Drosselmeyer gives Clara a Christmas present.

Clara's family are going to have a party.

The Mouse King appears followed by giant mice.

The Mouse King is finally defeated by the heroic Nephew.

The Mouse King chases Clara through the snow.

Suddenly, Clara wakes up in her bedroom.

2

1

3

5

4

6
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___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___



Nutcracker
Spell Easy words - Answers

Widgit Symbols © Widgit Software 2002-2017
This resource was created with InPrint 3
Find out more at www.widgit.com

Page 1 of 1

begin chase

alone evil

break jump

fix grab

snow party

give end
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ba__ __oon

pu__ __ets

__agi__al

C__ris__mas E__e

beau__ifu__

ce__ebra__ion
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injure__

__igh__

Ri__er Tha__es

__rese__ts

s__atin__

s__e__ial
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balloon

puppets

magical

Christmas Eve

beautiful

celebration
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injured

night

River Thames

presents

skating

special
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Ar__bian

Span__sh

Ch__nese

R__ssian

N__tcr__ck__r

N__ph__w
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L__uis__

Pr__nc__

Sug__r Plum fairy

Fr__dd__ __

M__ __se K__ng

Dr__sselmeyer
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Arabian

Spanish

Chinese

Russian

Nutcracker

Nephew
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Louise

Prince

Sugar Plum fairy

Freddie

Mouse King

Drosselmeyer
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A _ _ _ _ _

A _ _ _ _ _

E _ _ _ _ _ _

Q _ _ _ _

P _ _ _ _ _ _

O _ _ _ _ _ _
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G _ _ _ _ _

G _ _ _ _ _ _

F _ _ _ _ _

C _ _ _ _

C _ _ _ _

B _ _ _ _
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Act One

Act Two

Excited

Quiet

Puppets

Outside
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Garden

Goodbye

Frozen

Clock

Cling

Break
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Where can you read about the ballet?

What should you wear when going to the ballet?

What must you show to get in to the theatre?

Dirty clothes

1

Best clothes Fancy dress

Photograph

2

Programme Ticket

Programme

3

TV Newspaper
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When should you clap at the ballet?

How should you behave in the audience?

Who tells you where to sit?

Dancer

4

Usher Stage Manager

Sit quietly

5

Talk a lot Shout

At the start

6

In the middle At the end
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Where can you read about the ballet?

What should you wear when going to the ballet?

What must you show to get in to the theatre?

Dirty clothes

1

Best clothes Fancy dress

Photograph

2

Programme Ticket

Programme

3

TV Newspaper
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When should you clap at the ballet?

How should you behave in the audience?

Who tells you where to sit?

Dancer

4

Usher Stage Manager

Sit quietly

5

Talk a lot Shout

At the start

6

In the middle At the end
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What time does the Mouse King appear?

What day is it?

What does Drosselmeyer give to Clara?

Christmas Eve

1

Halloween New Years day

bicycle

2

puppy Nutcracker doll

midnight

3

11pm 1am
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Where does Clara wake up?

How do Clara, the Nephew and Drosselmeyer escape?

Who does the Nutcracker become?

Freddie

4

Nephew Mouse King

in a hot
air balloon

5

in a sleigh on ice skates

Great Hall

6

hallway bedroom
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What time does the Mouse King appear?

What day is it?

What does Drosselmeyer give to Clara?

Christmas Eve

1

Halloween New Years day

bicycle

2

puppy Nutcracker doll

midnight

3

11pm 1am
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Where does Clara wake up?

How do Clara, the Nephew and Drosselmeyer escape?

Who does the Nutcracker become?

Freddie

4

Nephew Mouse King

5

in a sleigh on ice skates

great hall

6

hallway bedroom

in a hot
air balloon



Created in partnership with Widgit Software www.widgit.com

Missing
Words

Nutcracker
Missing Words

8

8



Widgit Symbols © Widgit Software 2002-2017
This resource was created with InPrint 3
Find out more at www.widgit.com

Nutcracker
Missing Words

Page 1 of 4

Clara and Freddie are excited to see ____________________

They are watched by their mother and big sister _____________

It is winter.

Outside people skate on the frozen Thames.

the Prince Freddie Mouse King their friends Louise

Fill in the missing word from the list below.
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Drosselmeyer gives Clara a Christmas present.

It is a ______________________

Clara is thrilled and dances with the ______________________

Freddie grabs the doll and accidently breaks it.

guitar monkey ribbon Nutcracker
doll hula hoop

Fill in the missing word from the list below.
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The Mouse King appears followed by ______________________

Everything in the great hall grows.

The Nutcracker Doll comes alive.

He battles the ______________________ and the Mouse King.

dancers sheep Giant Mice birds people

Fill in the missing word from the list below.
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The dancers perform the Waltz of the Flowers.

Clara becomes the ______________________

The nephew becomes the ______________________

The_________________ and the_________________ dance together.

Louise Sugar Plum Fairy Mouse King Prince Nutcracker

Fill in the missing word from the list below.
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Clara and Freddie are excited to see their friends

They are watched by their mother and big sister Louise.

It is winter.

Outside people skate on the frozen Thames.

the Prince Freddie Mouse King their friends Louise

Fill in the missing word from the list below.
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Drosselmeyer gives Clara a Christmas present.

It is a Nutcracker doll.

Clara is thrilled and dances with the Nutcracker doll.

Freddie grabs the doll and accidently breaks it.

guitar monkey ribbon Nutcracker
doll hula hoop

Fill in the missing word from the list below.
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The Mouse King appears followed by Giant Mice.

Everything in the great hall grows.

The Nutcracker Doll comes alive.

He battles the Giant Mice and the Mouse King.

dancers sheep Giant Mice birds people

Fill in the missing word from the list below.
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The dancers perform the Waltz of the Flowers.

Clara becomes the Sugar Plum Fairy.

The nephew becomes the Prince.

The Sugar Plum Fairy and the Prince dance together.

Louise Sugar Plum Fairy Mouse King Prince Nutcracker

Fill in the missing word from the list below.
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nephew

nutcracker doll

mother

freddie

louise

giant mice

clara

drosselmeyer

mouse king

n u t c r a c k e r d o l l g

d r v b d i q e p e o m f z i

t r w g h x i m s m i o o j a

m t o s f d k i u f x t z o n

r e d s d g u l s h r h u f t

r e l e s o c l a r a e v a m

r o r a l e k a j i k r n u i

s f m t t y l r u a h k j e c

o s m y e o i m q r m g y o e

o e l c q f n x e z u v f t j

q j s h o z e e q y u r a h h

y d q n t l o h p y e r u b k

m o u s e k i n g h c r i k x

p g o t b t p g y j e m u z m

o q n c h u n a c d k w t s v
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n u t c r a c k e r d o l l g

d r v b d i q e p e o m f z i

t r w g h x i m s m i o o j a

m t o s f d k i u f x t z o n

r e d s d g u l s h r h u f t

r e l e s o c l a r a e v a m

r o r a l e k a j i k r n u i

s f m t t y l r u a h k j e c

o s m y e o i m q r m g y o e

o e l c q f n x e z u v f t j

q j s h o z e e q y u r a h h

y d q n t l o h p y e r u b k

m o u s e k i n g h c r i k x

p g o t b t p g y j e m u z m

o q n c h u n a c d k w t s v

nephew

nutcracker doll

mother

freddie

louise

giant mice

clara

drosselmeyer

mouse king
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Ar
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Fr
ed
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e

Nu
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do
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Cl
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a

an
d

Fr
ed

di
e

Dr
os

se
lm

ey
er

Ch
in
es

e

Gi
an

ts
m
ic
e

Ne
ph

ew

Cut out these character names.

Can you match them to the pictures?
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Cl
ar
a

Nu
tc
ra
ck
er

Sp
an

is
h

M
ou

se
Ki
ng

Su
ga

r
Pl
um

Fa
iry

Lo
ui
se

Ru
ss
ia
n

Pr
in
ce

Cut out these character names.

Can you match them to the pictures?
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Arabian

Chinese

Spanish

Russian

Nephew

Nutcracker doll

Nutcracker

Prince
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Clara

Freddie

Louise

Clara and Freddie

Drosselmeyer

Mouse King

Giant mice

Sugar Plum Fairy
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Cut out these finger puppets
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Cut out this finger puppet
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Arabian
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Chinese
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Clara and Freddie
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Clara
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Drosselmeyer
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Freddie
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Giant Mice
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Mouse King
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Mother



Widgit Symbols © Widgit Software 2002-2017
This resource was created with InPrint 3
Find out more at www.widgit.com

Nutcracker
Character Sheets - Colour

Page 11 of 16

Nephew
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Nutcracker
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Prince
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downstage
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move
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enter
stage right
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exit
stage right
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exit
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sideways
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on the spot
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Slide
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